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ABOUT FACING HISTORY AND OURSELVES

Facing History and Ourselves is a global nonprofit organization founded in
1976 by educators who wanted to develop a more effective and rewarding
way to engage students. We’re guided by the belief that the lifeblood of
democracy is the ability of every rising generation to be active, responsible
decision makers who’ve learned to value compassion as much as reason.

By integrating the study of history and literature with ethical decision mak-
ing, innovative teaching strategies, and extraordinary resources, professional
development opportunities, and coaching, our program enables second-

ary school teachers to promote students’ historical understanding, critical
thinking, and social and emotional learning, and to facilitate transformative
dialogue in their classrooms.

From the failure of democracy in Germany and the events leading to the
Holocaust, to struggles for civil rights from the United States to South
Africa, we trust students to wrestle with complex moments in human his-
tory, and work to help them understand the range of human behavior. We
encourage students to reflect on the choices they confront in their own lives,
and to consider how they can make a difference today.
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FOREWORD

There are deeds of such evil magnitude that the mind is incapable of grasping
their full horror and cruelty without focusing on one particular person or
event. Anne Frank, Auschwitz, Nanjing, and Hiroshima are names that help
illuminate the dark picture of inhumanity. Yet similar cruelties continue to
occur even to this very day. What can be done to move toward a more peace-
ful and humane world? My personal experiences may be instructive.

In the winter of 1921 my parents, together with their two infant children,
fled from poverty and persecution in Romania and settled in New York. I
decided upon a career in crime prevention having grown up in a crime-infest-
ed neighborhood in that state. In 1941 Harvard Law School awarded me a
scholarship, and during my tenure there I was employed as a student adviser
and researcher for a professor who was writing a book on war crimes. After
Japan’s attack against the United States at Pearl Harbor, I enlisted in the US
army. In 1945 T was discharged as a sergeant of infantry and awarded five
battle stars for having survived the major battles of the war. Not all wounds
are visible.

My final orders were to report to the headquarters of General George Patton
and to start gathering evidence of German atrocities so that perpetrators
might be brought to justice. As a war crimes investigator my duties required
me to disinter bodies of Allied flyers who had been shot down and then beaten
to death by German mobs. I collected evidence of incredible atrocities as we
liberated several Nazi concentration camps filled with emaciated prisoners
who were dead or dying. The scenes of sorrow and suffering are indescribable.
I had peered into hell. The grisly assignment changed the course of my life.

I returned home after the war but was soon persuaded to return to Germany
to assist with the war crimes trials taking place in Nuremberg. The war
department gave me the simulated rank of a full colonel. I had entered into
what was described as “the biggest murder trial in history.” Twenty-two
high-ranking Nazi officers, many with doctoral degrees, commanded Nazi
extermination squads [Einzatzgruppen] that systematically slaughtered more
than a million innocent and helpless people, including thousands of children
shot one at a time. All Jews, “gypsies,” and others were murdered simply be-
cause they did not share the race, religion, or ideology of their executioners.

The case I presented was “a plea of humanity to law” to uphold “the right
of all persons to live in peace and dignity regardless of their race or creed.”
I was then 27 years old and it was my first case. I remained constant to the
ideals of my youth. I repeated the same appeal when invited to make the final
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statement for the prosecution in the first case of the new International Criminal
Court in The Hague on 25 August 2011. I was then in my 92nd year.

My law work almost invariably related to seeking justice for the oppressed. In
August of 1991 I was invited to visit Tokyo to meet with a large number of
Chinese, Korean, and Indonesian women who were rape victims or sex slaves
of the Japanese army during the war years. They had learned that I had been
influential in obtaining German compensation for the victims of Nazi crimes
and sought my help in persuading the Japanese to do likewise. I admired the
Japanese volunteers who organized the campaign. However, not all Japanese
citizens shared the same view. I believe that remorse is the beginning of wis-
dom.

In addition to thousands of women raped in Nanjing during the occupation,
the army itself organized so-called comfort stations where comfort women
were provided for the sexual pleasure of Japanese soldiers. I looked into the
tired eyes of surviving victims as they recounted the conditions under which
they had to live and work. I was outraged at the designation of sex slaves as
comfort women. There is nothing comfortable about being raped. Initially
the post-war official apologies from Japan were too often weak or evasive.
Compensation was all but nonexistent. In contrast, the new German gov-
ernment’s effort to make monetary amends to the victims of persecution has
helped bring Germany back into the fold of the world community. Failure by
the Japanese government to acknowledge a moral or legal obligation to the
women violated by Japanese soldiers will remain a stain on the nation’s histo-
ry, although the country has made recent efforts to forge amends.

To deter abhorrent deeds of such magnitude that it shocks the conscience of
decent people everywhere requires a very widespread and profound change of
heart and mind. The glorification of war must be ended and replaced by a glo-
rification of peace. Since time immemorial wars have been hailed as the path to
power, riches, and glory. It must be recognized that there has never been a war
without atrocities. The only way to eliminate the crimes of war is to eliminate
war itself. Many people believe it is not possible to reverse entrenched thinking
in a short period of time; but I am convinced that it can be done!

I am encouraged by the fact that we now have a functioning International
Criminal Court that was considered an idle dream not long ago. It must be
recognized in national and international courts that the illegal use of armed
force is a crime against humanity. Of course every accused is entitled to be
presumed innocent pending a fair trial. If the force is not in self-defense and
proportionate, or approved by the United Nations Security Council in accor-
dance with the UN Charter, it is illegal. No person or group should be immune
from prosecution for acts which the Nuremberg tribunals condemned as the

-2 -
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supreme international crime of illegal war (aggression) which incorporates
all the other crimes. My esteemed supreme commander in war, General
Dwight D. Eisenhower, when he was president of the United States tried to
warn the nation and the world: “In a very real sense the world no longer has
a choice between force and law. If civilization is to survive, it must choose
the rule of law.”!

One of the most significant, yet frequently overlooked, conclusions derived
from war crimes trials after World War II at Nuremberg, Tokyo, and else-
where is that crimes are committed by individuals and not by nations, cities,
groups, or other entities but by individuals. Those white-collar criminals who
plan and direct criminal activities and never fire a shot may be even more cul-
pable than direct perpetrators. Law must apply equally to everyone—includ-
ing those who sit in judgment. No nation should be vilified or condemned for
the evil deeds of a few miscreant or misguided leaders and individuals.

The current system of resolving unsettled disputes between nations or
violent groups by sending young people out to kill other young people they
don’t even know and who have done them no harm is too absurd and too
dangerous to continue. Powerful nations already possess the military ability
to destroy all life on earth. Hopefully they also have the intelligence and
determination to prevent it from happening.

The voice of young people who must bear the burdens and risks must also
be heard. New communication technologies hold out the hope that the cur-
rent inequities that give rise to violent conflicts will, in time, be alleviated. It
must be recognized that you cannot kill an ideology with a gun. Tolerance,
compassion, and compromise are vital components of a more peaceful plan-
et. New generations must be taught to view with abhorrence all actions that
fail to respect the human dignity of all peoples.

The progress I have witnessed during my lifetime convinces me that with
patience and determination rational people will recognize that law is always
better than war—even if there be occasional miscarriages of justice. The logo
on my website is “Law. Not War!” Hopefully, it may serve as a useful guide
to a more humane and peaceful world.

Benjamin B. Ferencz, Nuremberg war crimes prosecutor, JD, Harvard 1943

1 Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Freedom Under Law,” Department of State Bulletin 38, no. 986, (May
19, 1958): 831.
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INTRODUCTION

In the foreword of The Nanjing Atrocities: Crimes of War Ben Ferencz, war
crimes investigator and chief prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials, writes,
“It must be recognized that there has never been a war without atrocities.”
In August 1937 Hosaka Akira, a Japanese army medical doctor assigned

to the Shanghai Expedition Army, began a diary. As his unit arrived on the
outskirts of Nanjing, China at the end of November, Hosaka writes:

At 10:00 on 29 November 1937 we left to clean out the enemy

in Chang Chou and at noon we entered the town. An order was
received to kill the residents and eighty (80) of them, men and
women of all ages, were shot to death [at dusk]. | hope this will
be the last time I'll ever witness such a scene. The people were
gathered in one place. They were all praying, crying, and begging
for help. | just couldn’t bear watching such a pitiful spectacle.
Soon the heavy machine guns opened fire and the sight of those
people screaming and falling to the ground is one | could not
face even if | had had the heart of a monster. War is truly terrible.
[Allied Translator and Interpreter translation.]?

Hosaka’s diary ends abruptly on December 7. One week later on December
13, 1937, Nanjing (Nanking),? the then capital city of China, was captured
by Japanese imperial forces. Immediately soldiers of the Imperial Army ran
riot in the captured city in a spree of rape and murder of barbaric scale.
Roughly 80% of the infrastructure of the capital city was also destroyed
between mid-December and February 1938, which encompassed the height
of the violence.* The atrocities committed in and around the immediate sur-
roundings of Nanjing remain as one of the greatest war crimes during World
War II. They also mark the opening phase of Japan’s war in China.’

Historian Rana Mitter believes studying what occurred in Nanjing during
these several months is immensely important for several reasons. First, it is
one historical event that has too long been misunderstood or ignored and
second, because it tells us a great deal about the contemporary politics of
China and Japan. He goes on to explain:

First of all it [Nanjing] is worth studying because it shows us what
happens in a situation where an imperialist society which has
decided to turn against democracy and has militarized in a very
inward looking and brutal way is allowed to exercise what it feels
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are its rights of conquest in a neighboring country. The atrocities
that were committed against the Chinese people in Nanjing and
the deaths of so many people were not the product of a cold
calculated plan, but rather they were the victims of a violent out-
burst of a feeling of imperialist entitlement by a country that had
created a narrative about its own role in Asia which its Chinese
neighbors resolutely did not share. . ..

Also important is how this event [the Nanjing Atrocities] has been
treated in the East Asia of today because one would like to say that
the memory of these horrific events has brought China and Japan
closely together. But the fact is that it hasn't, or it hasn't yet. . ..

Now we should be clear. There are very many people in Japan
who have done a great deal to publicize the horrors of the mas-
sacre and we should be very grateful to many efforts by Japanese
scholars and politicians who have apologized for the massacre,
and have also acknowledged that Japan has to come to terms
with it. At the same time there is too much in the public sphere in
Japan which does not spend time to understand why those events
have happened.

And the fact is that outside a sphere of those who really read his-
tory and understand the complexity of the relationship between
those two societies, we are in the danger of being in a world
where there are two very different interpretations of the [histo-
ry] on either side of the East China Sea. It is clearly important to
understand the reality of what happened at the time and why it
matters so that we can bring together a shared understanding
that is important, not just for China and Japan, but for the wider
world including the West, that has to deal with those two im-
mensely important nations.®

The Nanjing Atrocities: Crimes of War asks students to consider what
occurred in Nanjing within the larger context of examining the relationship
between war and war time atrocities. By framing this event in this manner,
we hope students can reach a deeper understanding of the dangers that can
arise when nationalism and militarism remain unchecked, and when insti-
tutions within a nation are manipulated to foster climates of superiority,
intolerance, and dehumanization.
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The resource book begins decades before the war erupted on mainland China.
As China and Japan confronted the colonial ambitions of Western nations,
both were forced to adopt and adapt to new ways of thinking and governing
in order to survive. Beginning this resource at this juncture in history is not
intended to suggest that the Nanjing Atrocities were inevitable or a direct

a result of a single cause, person, or cultural element. Rather, the Nanjing
Atrocities, and Japan’s war in China, were the result of an escalation of many
factors that scholars continue to debate to this day. This resource will allow
students to weigh these many forces by considering the following questions:

» Were there developments in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century China
and Japan that foreshadow the possibility of war atrocities during World
War 1I?

¢ Why did some members of the Japanese Imperial Army perpetuate some of
the most barbaric and violent acts during World War II?

* Why was sexual violence and rape used as a weapon of war in China?
e What are the legacies of the Nanjing Atrocities?

This resource also attempts to shift what many historians of East Asia argue is
a grave imbalance in understanding the history of the twentieth century. For
decades following the war, Western classrooms have accorded a great deal

of attention to the study of World War II on the European continent. Little

if any attention has been directed to the study of Japan’s war in China. After
all, it was during the years 1937 through 1945 that Japan and China were
embroiled for the first time in a global conflict. Each suffered great losses in
military and civilian populations and experienced dramatic internal migration
and shifts in their political, economic, and cultural lives.” Two years before
Germany invaded Poland and four years before the United States entered the
war in 1941, China experienced the full aggression of Japanese power with
very little international support. Historian Diana Lary notes:

[The] names of battles and generals are unknown to most
Westerners—as unknown as the war in Asia itself. The Asian
names that Westerners do recognize from the war in Asia-
Singapore, Bataan, Iwo Jima, Hiroshima are places where
Westerners were involved and are from parts of Asia other than
China. ... And yet the all-out war that started in China with the
Japanese invasion in 1937 and lasted until 1945 was the longest
conflict of any in the warfare that then engulfed the world—World
War 1.8
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The war was the last of a long series of foreign invasions that
started in the 1840s with the Opium Wars. . .. China's encoun-

ter with imperialism started with Western aggression, but the
Japanese invasion and occupation almost a century later were by
far the greatest foreign assaults that China suffered in her modern
history. The ultimate external assault on China came not from the
West, but from an Asian country, part of the world that China had
dominated so long herself.?

The Nanjing Atrocities will follow Facing History and Ourselves’ approach
to the study of history—our scope and sequence.!® The first chapter of the
book explores the relationship between society and the individual. It asks
readers to explore the ways culture and history affect the development of
our identities and subsequently how individuals see themselves and others as
a result. Author Gish Jen explores the cultural differences between the East
and the West, and considers the influences of family and identity on the way
individuals see themselves in relation to their community and nation.

Chapters Two and Three focus on the historical and cultural context of two
nations most directly involved in the Nanjing Atrocities, China and Japan.
Readings in these chapters explore the way these two traditional empires
evolved to modern nations and the way that different leaders in different times
thought about who belonged and who did not, and ultimately look at the con-
flict that arose between Chinese nationalism and Japanese imperialism. These
chapters also consider the particular forces shaping one’s national identity, the
effects of these influences, and consequently how countries understood one
another as a result. From there, exploring the political motivations underlying
such decisions can follow in a more grounded historical foundation.

For Japan, nation building began with the end of the shogunate and the be-
ginning of the Meiji era: the restoration of imperial rule in 1868. Reinstating
rule by emperor went side-by-side with adopting more modern and more
“Western” models of organizing, protecting, and educating the nation. In
order to survive in this increasingly global market, Japan understood it had
three choices—join with the other global powers of the day, build an empire
and remain sovereign, or fall under colonial rule. This perception contributed
to Japan’s industrial and military push as well as its motivation to embark on
and be victorious in its own colonial wars, first against the Chinese during
the Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and a decade later against Czarist
Russia (1904-1905) during the Russo-Japanese War.
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At the same time of Japan’s ascent, in China the Qing Empire declined. The
fall of Qing rule did not happen quickly but followed decades of corrup-
tion. In 1911 the Xinhai Revolution began, initiating the end of over three
centuries of Qing rule and establishing the first Chinese republic. While the
new Chinese republic made tremendous strides in establishing many modern
reforms in education and the military, once the last emperor had abdicated,
the lack of political unity remained an obstacle to unification and modern-
ization within the nation.

Three years later in 1914, World War I began on the European continent.
Japan was poised to be a dominant Asian player in the war as a result of its
40-plus years of reforms, while the new republic in China remained polit-
ically fragmented with large regions still under warlord rule. China’s lack

of internal political unity coupled with the challenges of its size, its many
languages, and high illiteracy contributed to its inability to effectively protect
and organize itself against foreign aggression. In response, China experi-
enced both political unrest and a sudden rise of nationalism. The Nationalist
Party, in power since 1912, offered one vision of China while the Chinese
Communist Party, established in 1921, offered another. Several times the
Nationalists and Communists attempted to create a united political coali-
tion. But by the early 1930s, political fragmentation and disorder remained
a reality in China while Japan’s military strength was unrivaled in the region
and expansionist ambitions continued. The first Japanese advance occurred
in 1931 when Japanese imperial forces successfully occupied Manchuria

and created the puppet state of Manchukuo. Six years later in July 1937, the
Marco Polo Bridge Incident outside Beijing began pitting Japan’s imperial
forces against China’s Revolutionary Army in what became, in the Chinese
heartland, the start of World War II. This was soon followed by a major
Japanese invasion into the Shanghai-Nanjing region.

Chapters Four and Five focus in depth on the Japanese occupation of

the then capital city of Nanjing and examine the atrocities that occurred,
through a range of individual perspectives. To better understand this history,
the readings use a range of sources, from speeches to diplomatic corre-
spondence, transcripts from the postwar trials, journalistic accounts, diary
entries, and personal testimonies from victims, perpetrators, and witnesses.
Chapter Five, in particular, focuses on rescue and resistance and the cou-
rageous efforts and dilemmas facing a handful of foreign businessmen and
missionaries who chose to remain and establish a demilitarized safety zone,
the Nanjing Safety Zone, for those Chinese remaining in the city.

Chapter Six addresses issues of judgment and legacy in the years directly
following the end of the war. Particular attention is given to the efforts to
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seek legal accountability for the perpetrators in Nanjing within the larger
context of the end of World War II in Japan. What would be done with the
leaders of Japan, particularly the emperor? How far up the chain of com-
mand should one go in seeking to hold people accountable for the violence?
How should one balance the desire to bring Japan back into the community
of nations with efforts to hold political leaders responsible for the wartime
atrocities?

Finally, Chapter Seven looks at the challenge of bridging the legacy of the
Nanjing Atrocities with the differing memories of what occurred. This chap-
ter also features several contemporary stories which surround the historical
accounting and memory of the Nanjing Atrocities today.

Several points of clarity are important to note at the onset of this resource
book. Since the war’s end, the mass violence that occurred Nanjing has been
referenced with many names. At the time of the postwar trials in Tokyo
beginning in 1946, the events were called the “Rape of Nanking.” But mass
rape was sadly only one of the crimes committed to demoralize, terrorize,
and instill fear in the populace. The “Nanjing Massacre” has also served

as a term of reference but again, massacre of civilians and prisoners of war
was only one of the crimes. In order to avoid reducing the magnitude of the
tragedy, this resource will adopt what York University historian Professor
Bob Tadashi Wakabayashi recommends as a more accurate term of refer-
ence: atrocity. He states that by understanding the events from late 1937
through early 1938 collectively as atrocities, we avoid reducing the violence
to one crime alone. Instead “the Atrocity” or in this resource the “Nanjing
Atrocities” will be the term chosen to comprise the range of violence and
brutality that occurred during this period of time. According to Professor
Wakabayashi, “These comprised large-scale violent, inhumane acts in-
cluding, but not limited to, rape, pillage, torture, arson, mass murders of
prisoners of war (POWs) and civilians, and air raids on urban population

centers.” 12

Another critical point that remains controversial concerns the numbers
killed during the initial occupation of the city and the months that followed.
To date no definitive consensus has been reached among scholars of this
history on exact numbers of individuals killed or raped during the period

of time from December 13, 1937 through March 1938. Depending upon
how one defines the event, including the time period, the geography covered,
and who is included as a victim, scholars have put forth a victim count just
shy of 200,000 to upward of 300,000, which is the number carved on the
wall of the Nanjing Memorial Hall Museum in Nanjing.'”> With evidence
destroyed during and after the war, precise records of numbers killed may
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never be fully verifiable. However this ongoing uncertainty should not min-
imize the fact that large scale atrocities did occur and need to be recognized
and acknowledged.

At the end of World War II there was great hope that out of the devasta-
tion from two world wars during the first decades of the twentieth century,
a new era would begin with a blossoming of democracy and respect for
human rights. By 1948 the world had learned of the countless acts of crimes
against peace and war crimes during World War II, both in East Asia and in
Europe. The war crimes trials at the International Military Tribunal of the
Far East in Tokyo and those held in Germany were attempts by the interna-
tional community to hold leaders accountable for the brutal war crimes and
aggressive war waged with the hope of future prevention.' For people like
Ben Ferencz, a veteran of battle himself, such high hopes remain unfulfilled
to this day.

Human rights scholar and author Ian Buruma reminds us that mass violence
is not inevitable: “There are no dangerous peoples; there are only danger-
ous situations, which are the result, not of laws of nature or history, or of
national character, but of political arrangements. To be sure, these arrange-
ments are affected by cultural and historical circumstances, but they are
never determined by them.”!*

For Teachers: Using The Nanjing Atrocities: Crimes of War
Chinese Names and Places

Pinyin is the internationally recognized romanization system used today

for Chinese. However, many of the readings and quotes throughout this
resource predate the use of pinyin and use various alternate romanization
schemes. For consistency, the romanizations from our readings are often
used in the text. When multiple romanizations of the same Chinese word are
presented, the alternative spelling is presented in parentheses: for example,
Nanjing (Nanking) or General Tang Shengzhi (Tang Sheng-chih) Note that
in Chinese names, the surname is presented first.

Japanese Names

As is the convention in East Asia, this resource will place the Japanese sur-
name before the given name.
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INTRODUCTION

Overview of Chapter

Each chapter includes a historical overview framing the larger history of the
readings included. This section also suggests chapter specific questions for
both educator and student to consider.

Using Primary Source Documents

Primary source documents are included throughout this resource in order to
build historical context and to facilitate deep historical inquiry. The primary
sources selected have previously been translated into English. You will also
notice that specific sources have been identified for close reading exercises.

Historical Maps

A selection of historical maps were created specifically to enrich teachers and
students experience with this resource and to further build historical investi-
gations. These maps will include both Chinese and Japanese names.

Deepening Historical Knowledge Online

At the Nanjing Atrocities website (www.facinghistory.org/nanjing-atrocities)
educators and students will discover a robust collection of educational ma-
terials and media assets to further supplement the Nanjing Atrocities. These
will include:

o Connection Questions: Following each reading are text based questions,
discussion questions and writing prompts.

o Video Resources: To deepen the teacher’s and student’s historical under-
standing of the time period covered, a rich collection of classroom accessi-
ble videos have been created.

o Image Galleries: Image galleries provide visual touch points for use in the
classroom.

o Lesson Pathways: The Nanjing Atrocity resource can be used in multiple
disciplines and adopted into many educational environments. The Lesson
Pathways section provides an interdisciplinary collection of lesson activi-
ties to greater facilitate the integration of this resource into secondary and
higher education settings.

2 Dagqing Yang, “Diary of a Japanese Army Medical Doctor, 1937,” Researching Japanese War
Crimes: Introductory Essays (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration,
2006), ix, accessed May 23, 2014, http://www.archives.gov/iwg/japanese-war-crimes
/introductory-essays.pdf.
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Nanking was the spelling of the city at the time of its capture. For this resource we will use the
current romanization of the city, Nanjing.

Huang Meizhen, The Japanese and Puppet Plunder and Control of the Occupied Areas of Central
China (Beijing, 2004), 36.

Rana Mitter (professor, Oxford University), interview with the author, March 11, 2014.

Ibid.

Rana Mitter, Forgotten Ally: China’s World War 11, 1937-1945 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, 2013), 5. While exact numbers are difficult to ascertain, Mitter quotes upward of
80-100 million Chinese who were displaced as a result of the Japanese occupation during the
years 1937 to 1945.

Diana Lary, “Introduction: The Context of the War,” in China At War, ed. Stephen R.
MacKinnon, Diana Lary, and Ezra F. Vogel (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2007), 1.

Diana Lary, The Chinese People at War: Human Suffering and Social Transformation, 1937~
1945 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 1.

The term scope and sequence is used to describe a journey of discovery about oneself and others
that is a key component of our pedagogy. It is a journey of investigation into some of the most
terrible atrocities in human history and some of the most appalling examples of collective violence
in our world today. It is also a journey into some of the most extraordinary examples of human
courage and compassion.

Bob Tadashi Wakabayashi, “The Messiness of History,” in The Nanjing Atrocity 1937-38:
Complicating the Picture, ed. Bob Tadashi Wakabayashi (New York: Berghahn Books, 2007), 16.
Bob Tadashi Wakabayashi, ed., The Nanjing Atrocity 1937-38: Complicating the Picture (New
York: Berghahn Books, 2007), 384. Some of the most contentious discussion about the Nanjing
Atrocties remains embroiled on who should be included in the victim count. This resource will not
examine the victim count in detail. Myron Cramer, the sole American prosecutor at the Tokyo
Trials concluded after the trial that between 260,000-300,000 Chinese civilians were massacred
in Nanjing. Fred L. Borch, “Sitting in Judgment: Myron C. Cramer’s Experiences in the Trials of
German Saboteurs and Japanese War Leaders,” Prologue Magazine 41, Summer (2009): 34-40,
accessed February 11, 2014, http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/Sitting-in-Judgment.pdf.
The charter for the International Military Tribunal (IMT) at Nuremberg was signed on August 8,
19435, and on January 19, 1946, for the International Military Tribunal for the Far East (IMFTE)
in Tokyo. For more information on the IMT see http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus
/imt.asp#proc. For information on IMFTE see http:/lib.law.virginia.edu/imtfe/.

lan Buruma, The Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in Germany and Japan (New York: Farrar,
Straus and Giroux, 1994), 295.
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CHAPTER 1

IDENTITY, HISTORY,
AND CULTURE

The readings in Chapter One explore individual voices of Chinese
and Japanese people as they consider the impact history and culture
have had on their sense of belonging. In doing so, they offer insights
into the way different people think about their sense of agency—
their ability to act and make choices that could influence the world
around them. These readings also introduce ideas for students to
consider as they learn the history of China and Japan leading up

to the outbreak of World War Il in 1937 and through its conclusion
in 1945.

The readings ask students to consider the following questions:

e What factors influence how we see ourselves?

e What role does a nation’s history play in shaping the way people
see themselves and the way they see others?

e How does culture affect this process?

e How do all of these facets of identity influence the decisions indi-
viduals make?

For media and classroom materials such as discussion questions and
additional primary sources, visit www.facinghistory.org/nanjing-atrocities.
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INTRODUCTION

When you look at a mountain from different sides,
one side looks like rolling hills and the other side
looks like rugged peaks.

—CHINESE POET SU TUNG-PO, 1036-1101

We begin to learn our culture—the ways of our society—just after birth.

This process is called socialization and it involves far more than schooling.

It influences our values—what we consider right and wrong and how we
understand ourselves in the world we live in. Family life, religious traditions,
and beliefs, as well as our ethnic heritage and geography, all contribute to the
way we know ourselves and others.

Knowing the history of where we live, “our past,” deeply matters as well.
Chapter One of The Nanjing Atrocities: Crimes of War introduces the ex-
periences of individuals seeking to understand themselves within two neigh-
boring countries and cultures, China and Japan. For centuries these countries
exchanged language, ideas, and culture quite harmoniously, albeit in some
matter of isolation. During an era of empire building and growing national-
ism around the globe, individual Chinese and Japanese sought to find a place
in their rapidly changing nation and world. Beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century, the exchange turned increasingly competitive and hostile as each
nation sought to survive, as well as ascend, as the leading power in Asia. That
hostility contributed to the Japanese invasion of China during World War I
and the Nanjing Atrocities.

Author Iris Chang believed that it was not just her own Chinese-American
identity that would benefit from a reckoning with the wartime atrocities in
Nanjing (Nanking). She believed a confrontation with this period in history
would be helpful for both China and Japan. While some scholars were critical
of her approach, she explained her thinking in the introduction to her book:

In recent years sincere attempts to have Japan face up to the
consequences of its actions have been labeled “Japan bashing.” It is
important to establish that | will not be arguing that Japan was the
sole imperialist force in the world, or even in Asia, during the first
third of the century. China itself tried to extend its influence over
its neighbors and even entered into an agreement with Japan to

- 14 -
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Japanese troops march through a combat zone in China, September 1937.

delineate areas of influence on the Korean peninsula, much as the
European powers divided up the commercial rights to China in the
last century.

Even more important, it does a disservice not only to the men,
women, and children whose lives were taken at Nanking but to

the Japanese people as well to say that any criticism of Japanese
behavior at a certain time and place is criticism of the Japanese as a
people. This book is not intended as a commentary on the Japanese
character or on the genetic makeup of a people who would commit
such acts. It is about the power of cultural forces either to make
devils of us all, to strip away that thin veneer of social restraint that
makes humans humane, or to reinforce it. Germany today is a bet-
ter place because Jews have not allowed that country to forget what
it did nearly sixty years ago. The American South is a better place
for its acknowledgement of the evil of slavery and the one hundred
years of Jim Crowism that followed emancipation. Japanese culture
will not move forward until it too admits not only to the world but
to itself how improper were its actions just half a century ago."

1 Iris Chang, The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War I1
(New York: Penguin Books, 1997), 13-14.
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READING 1

CONNECTING TO OUR PAST

THE PAST

I have supposed my past is a part of myself.
As my shadow appears whenever ’'m in the sun
the past cannot be thrown off and its weight

must be borne, or I will become another man.

But I saw someone wall his past into a garden
whose produce is always in fashion.
If you enter his property without permission

he will welcome you with a watchdog or a gun.

I saw someone set up his past as a harbor.
Wherever it sails, his boat is safe—
if a storm comes, he can always head for home.

His voyage is the adventure of a kite.

I saw someone drop his past like trash.
He buried it and shed it altogether.
He has shown me that without the past

one can also move ahead and get somewhere.

Like a shroud my past surrounds me,
but I will cut it and stitch it,
to make good shoes with it,

shoes that fit my feet.?

Connecting to our past can shape how we understand ourselves today.
The stories passed down from our parents or the relationships we have
with places, people, or culture can deeply influence our perspectives and
how we weigh decisions. The context in which we understand our past is
also critically important.

-16 -
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Chinese writer Jin Xuefei, who now writes under the pen name of Ha

Jin, was born in 1956 and came of age during the tumultuous time of the
Cultural Revolution.? In his poem “The Past,” Jin writes of his connection
with his past and with his home country of China. In 1986 Jin Xuefei came
to the United States to complete his PhD. Following the Tiananmen Square
protests in 1989, he decided to remain in the US with his wife and son.

Today Ha Jin consciously writes only in English as a way for him to “[cre-
ate| a kind of distance . . . [and] write more objectively.”* In 1999 he re-
ceived the National Book Award for his novel Waiting and in 2002 he joined
the English Department at Boston University as a full professor. In 2012 Ha
Jin’s novel Nanjing Requiem was published, which is based upon the lives of
several individuals who survived the Nanjing Atrocities.

Charlene Wang, a Chinese American born in Hong Kong in the 1960s who
now resides in New York City, shares another connection to her past more
directly related to the Japanese occupation of China in the winter of 1937:

My mother was born on December 14, 1937 in Guangdong as
the Sino-Japanese war ravaged China and the Nanjing Atrocities
were in full swing. Her childhood was to be shaped by the 8 years
of war. The world was an unsafe place as the family suffered the
death of her father as they fled as refugees to Hong Kong. Her
memories as a little girl were that of starving people on the side
of roads and frightening encounters with Japanese soldiers on
the street. Her family lost most of the wealth they had and she
and her 6 siblings were raised by her mother under these dire
circumstances.

The trauma of these early years set her in a state of depression
that she could not shake off for the rest of her life. She had trou-
ble being optimistic or hopeful, as the uncertainties of life were
just too scary. Little did | know as a kid that these frames of refer-
ence could be passed on to the next generation. In turn, recollec-
tions of my childhood years bring back feelings of fearfulness and
uncertainty even though there was no doubt about my mother’s
love. We were always told to be ready in case our world should
collapse at any time. There was no protection from the elements
that we could not control.
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My mother has long passed away, but the reverberations of that
war are still affecting my life as | know it. As | raise strong daugh-
ters of my own, | try to rediscover the little girl in me that never
felt carefree. | have to reassure myself that the world is indeed
safe, that life has a way of always moving towards a better place
as long as hope is in the human spirit.

2 Ha Jin, Facing Shadows (New York: Hanging Loose Press, 1996), 63.

3 See Facing History and Ourselves’ study guide Teaching “Red Scarf Girl” to
learn more about the Cultural Revolution.

4 “Writing without Borders: Chris GoGwilt interviews Ha Jin,” Guernica,
January 14, 2007, http://www.guernicamag.com/interviews/post-2/.

5 Charlene Wang, email to author, November 6, 2013.

READING 2

TO CARRY HISTORY

How does history impact the way we see ourselves and others? American
author and civil rights activist James Baldwin often wrote about the way
that the past impacted the present. He explained that:

For history, as nearly no one seems to know, is not merely some-
thing to be read. And it does not refer merely, or even principally,
to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history comes from
the fact that we carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by
it in many ways, and history is literally present in all that we do. It
could scarcely be otherwise, since it is to history that we owe our
frames of reference, our identities, and our aspirations.

And it is with great pain and terror that one begins to realize this.
In great pain and terror, one begins to assess the history which
has placed one where one is, and formed one’s point of view. In
great pain and terror, because, thereafter, one enters into battle
with that historical creation, oneself, and attempts to recreate
oneself according to a principle more humane and more liberat-

- 18 -



CHAPTER 1: IDENTITY, HISTORY, AND CULTURE

ing; one begins the attempt to achieve a level of personal maturity
and freedom which robs history of its tyrannical power, and also
changes history.

But, obviously, | am speaking as an historical creation which has
had bitterly to contest its history, to wrestle with it and finally
accept it, in order to bring myself out of it. ©

Chinese American author Iris Chang carried her family’s difficult history
and heritage with her and it deeply shaped her professional life and her
identity as an adult woman. In the introduction to her 1997 best-selling
book The Rape of Nanking, she writes about the way she first learned
about the atrocities:

| first learned about the Rape of Nanking when | was a little girl.
The stories came from my parents, who had survived years of
war and revolution before finding a serene home as professors

in a midwestern American college town. They had grown up in
China in the midst of World War Il and after the war fled with
their families, first to Taiwan and finally to the United States to
study at Harvard and pursue academic careers in science. For
three decades they lived peacefully in the academic community
of Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, conducting research in physics and
microbiology.

But they never forgot the horrors of the Sino-Japanese War, nor
did they want me to forget. They particularly did not want me to
forget the Rape of Nanking. Neither of my parents witnessed it,
but as young children they had heard the stories, and they were
passed down to me. ... Their voices quivered in outrage, my
parents characterized the Great Nanking Massacre, or Nanjing
Datusha, as the single most diabolical incident committed by the
Japanese in a war that killed more than 10 million Chinese people.

Throughout my childhood Nanjing Datusha remained buried in
the back of my mind as a metaphor for unspeakable evil. But
the event lacked human details and human dimensions. It was
also difficult to find the line between myth and history. While still
in grade school | searched the local public libraries to see what

| could learn about the massacre, but nothing turned up. That
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struck me as odd. If the Rape of Nanking was truly so gory, one
of the worst episodes of human barbarism in world history, as
my parents insisted, then why hadn’t someone written a book

about it?’

6 James Baldwin, “Unnameable Objects, Unspeakable Crimes,” Blackstate.com,
accessed January 1, 2014, http://blackstate.com/baldwin1.html.

7 Iris Chang, The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War 11
(New York: Penguin Books, 1997), 7-8.

READING 3

CULTURE AND IDENTITY:
EAST AND WEST

Cultural psychologists Hazel Rose Markus and Alana Conner studied dif-
ferent ways of being, or what they term the independent and interdependent
selves. Markus and Conner looked at a range of environments, from class-
room participation to ways of parenting, between students from Eastern and
Western cultures. While there are important variations and distinct differ-
ences within these regions and cultures, Markus and Conner shared some
general observations:

For many East Asians, and their children growing up in the West,
listening, following the “right” way, fitting in, and keeping calm are
not odd classroom behaviors; they are the very route to being a
good person—a good interdependent self, Eastern style. But for
their Western classmates and teachers, speaking up, choosing
your own way, standing out, and getting excited are also ways of
being a good person—but in this case, a good independent self,
Western style. . ..

Independent European-American parents and teachers say that a
student should first choose what she wants to do, and then do it
her own way. In the West, choice is perhaps the most important
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act because it lets people realize all five facets of independence.
Choice allows people to express their individuality and unique
preferences, influence their environments, exercise their free will,
and assert their equality.

But interdependent parents . . . lay out a different agenda: | show
my child the right thing to do, and then help her do it the right
way. In the East, following the right way is a central act because it
lets people realize all five facets of interdependence: relating to
others, discovering your similarities, adjusting yourself to expec-
tations and the environment, rooting yourself into networks and
traditions, and understanding your place in the larger world.2

Author Gish Jen feels the tension between cultures in very personal ways.
In an interview conducted for Harvard University Press, Jen reflects on her
individualistic, or independent, self that dominates in the West, especially
America, and her collectivist, or interdependent, self that dominates in the
East, including China. Jen first came to understanding this continuum in
herself after reading her own father’s autobiography:

I was not a narrative native. We didn't do this in my family. |

was not asked what do you want, as if what | wanted was a very
important thing or what do | like. | was not encouraged to think
of myself as a unique individual whose uniqueness was really

a very important thing. Quite the contrary. And so therefore it
wasn't until | started reading that | realized that in the West. ..
this was a foundational idea. That it started with pictures of you
as a baby. I don't have any pictures of myself one minute after |
was born. In fact, | have very few pictures of myself and there are
few stories also about me as a child. As | started to get interested
in this whole question of narrative difference, which is tied to a
difference of self and difference in perception, | happened to start
to work on my father's autobiography that he had written when
he was 85.

When | first looked at it, it just made no sense at all to me. Here
was this thing that was supposed to be an autobiography about
his growing up in China, and yet he, himself, did not appear until
page 8. This autobiography did not start with “l was born in such
and such a year.” No, no, no. It started way, way before that, thou-
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sands of years before that, and went through the generations.

By the time my father gets to his birth, he mentions his birthday
in parentheses, in conjunction with another event. | remember
reading that and thinking, “How very interesting.” | could both see
that it was “weird” from a Western narrative point of view and

yet of course there was something about it that was incredibly
familiar to me. | understood this. | understood this diminishment
of the self. One thing was something | knew with my left hand and
another was something | knew with my right.®

In her book Tiger Writing: Art, Culture, and the Interdependent Self, Jen
expands on the differences between the independent and interdependent
self even further:

[Tlhe “independent,” individualistic self stresses uniqueness,
defines itself via inherent attributes such as its traits, abilities,
values, and preferences, and tends to see things in isolation. The
second—the “interdependent,” collectivist self—stresses com-
monality, defines itself via its place, roles, loyalties, and duties,
and tends to see things in context. Naturally, between these two
very different self-construals [self-definitions] lies a continuum
along which most people are located, and along which they may
move, too, over the course of a moment. Culture is not fate; it
only offers templates, which individuals can finally accept, reject,
or modify, and do.™

8 Hazel Rose Markus and Alana Conner, Clash!: 8 Cultural Conflicts That Make
Us Who We Are (New York: Hudson Street Press, 2013), 5-9.

9 “Gish Jen, Tiger Writing,” YouTube video, 3:35, posted by “Harvard
University Press,” November 14, 2012, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=ZLi08sq6qtM.

10 Gish Jen, Tiger Writing: Art, Culture and the Interdependent Self (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2013), 2-7.
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READING 4

WOMEN, TRADITION,
AND SOCIAL CUSTOM

Social customs and practices tied to gender roles deeply shape our personal
identity. They can also reflect the values and traditions within our culture.
While gender roles continue to change over time, in historically traditional
nations around the world, gender roles are deeply ingrained.

In China and Japan, shifts in gender roles began to significantly shift around
the turn of the twentieth century when some women gained greater access to
education. It was in this environment when women were exposed to oppor-
tunities to challenge and change their lives for the first time. One woman
who reflects this dramatic shift in Chinese society was Qiu Jin. Born in 1875
in the city of Shaoxing in Zhejiang Province, Qiu Jin was the eldest daughter
of a well-educated family. Her privileged childhood distinguished her from
many Chinese girls during this time, but the choices she made during her life
serve as a window into the dramatic social and political changes unfolding
throughout China at the turn of the twentieth century.

Traditionally Chinese girls of this era, particularly those raised in privi-
leged households, would be separated from boys at an early age. Girls were
schooled in subjects such as cooking, embr01dery, and other traditional
arts, all with the intention of fulfilling Gt socidn i
their primary role in society as mothers | " & . LRy
and wives. In contrast, boys would be
schooled in classic literature, history,
and philosophy, aspiring to live as
scholars, merchants, or possibly advis-
ers in the imperial court. Qiu Jin’s par-
ents were both highly educated. They
chose to defy tradition and provide all
their children an equal education by
hiring private tutors.

Within her home Qiu Jin studied

Chinese classics alongside martial arts.
She also discovered her gift in compos-
ing poetry. While her private education
within her home opened up the world \
of learning, Qiu Jin still remained a Qiu Jin in traditional male clothing
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young woman coming of age in a country with many long-standing tra-
ditions. One inescapable custom that visibly marked a Han woman, and
one that was inflicted only on upper-class Han women of the period, was
foot-binding. Girls would begin this process sometimes as early as 4 or 5
years old whereby their feet would be broken and bound in tight bandages
for the next 10 to 15 years. The ultimate goal was to shape a “delicate”
foot of three inches long that would fit into small slippers. This small size
was deemed a true sign of beauty and high social status. It was also an im-
portant attribute for any successful marriage. In the privacy of her writing,
Qiu Jin shares her experience and views of this custom in an excerpt from
Stones of the Jingwei Bird:

Bound feet have always been a disgrace! You torture your own
body to make lotus-petal feet. With such painful broken bones
and withered muscles, how can you walk anywhere freely?
Because of these feet, we become frail and weak and even catch
tuberculosis. How can we blame this on anything but our igno-
rance? We're unable to fend for ourselves since we can't even
walk. ... From morning until night, we sit still like statues, and if
some calamity strikes, we're like prisoners who want to escape
but can't move. ...

Figure 1 Figure 2

$924PD-UIWS Apues Jo Asanno)

These drawings depict the ancient Chinese tradition of foot-binding,
showing a delicate, tiny shoe in Figure 1, and the woman'’s foot that
has been disfigured to fit inside in Figure 2.
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Then, there are those who are truly shameless. Since their hus-
bands fancy little feet, they tie their bindings even tighter, into three
inches which they boast are like lotus petals. When they walk, it's
like a willow branch swaying in the wind, which they think is so
attractive. . ..

What's the use of a pair of pointy feet? One day, civilization will
spread throughout our land, And people will absolutely spurn little
feet and regard them as a thing for animals.™

At the age of nineteen Qiu Jin obeyed her father’s wishes and married the
son of a wealthy merchant. The marriage was an unhappy one and by 1904,
amidst the Russo-Japanese War, Qiu Jin arranged care for her children and
ventured to Japan for further studies at the Jissen School for Women. By this
time Qiu Jin had become a more vocal supporter of women’s rights in China
and a more prolific poet. At the time more than 10,000 Chinese students, men
and women, were studying in Japan, which offered greater access to higher
education for all students and had embraced greater educational reforms
throughout the country. Some of the Chinese students coming to Japan were
politically active in reform movements in China and, like Qiu Jin, sought out
revolutionary political activities and organizations during this period.

Upon her return to China, Qiu Jin’s commitment to political and social
change for women in China was firm and she composed the following poem:

MAN JIANG HONG (SECOND VERSE)

Incessantly I’ve longed to ignite

The incense of freedom.

When, when can we avenge

Our country’s humiliation?

My peers, let us

Exert ourselves as of today.

Peace and security for our race is our goal.
The prosperity we seek should exceed our own
showy jewelry and clothes.

Above all, the three-inch bow-slippers
have been all too disabling.

They must go.'?
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This commitment to political change was also the cause of her death. Once
her plans for an uprising against the Qing court were discovered, Qiu Jin
was executed by Manchu troops on July 12, 1907.

11 Amy D. Dooling and Kristina M. Torgeson, eds., Writing Women in Modern China: An
Anthology of Women’s Literature from the Early Twentieth Century (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1998), 75-76.

12 Kang-I Sun Chang and Haun Saussy, eds., Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of
Poetry and Criticism (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1999), 653-54.

READING 5

HONOR

Cultural values and practices can also be inherited and reflect the social
hierarchy and interactions expected within a family, a community, or a na-
tion over generations. In some societies, such as China and Japan, the value
associated with honor is one such example. Honor can be both very person-
al and very universal. It can entail an individual’s practice of “saving face,”
or upholding a place of status and power by following an entrenched set of
cultural norms as well as honoring one’s family, or filial piety. In practice, fil-
ial piety means respecting your elders, listening to your parents or guardians,
and abiding by the rules established within your family.

Honor can also reach beyond your personal and familial life and include
practices associated with places such as your nation. This could mean up-
holding your nation’s laws, participating in national rituals such as raising
a flag or singing an anthem, exercising your rights such as voting, following
your leader’s policies and values, or serving in the military.

In both Chinese and Japanese culture, honor remains a very important value
and finds expression in many ways—personally, culturally, and nationally.
In China, filial piety is one of the most enduring. For centuries, “The 24
Paragons of Filial Piety,” a collection of Confucian parables written by
fourteenth-century scholar Guo Jujing, was taught to convey moral values
through stories.
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Chinese author Yu Hua recalls reading these stories as a young boy coming
of age in Communist China at a time when the official policy was to ban
any materials that contained such content.! Yu Hua never forgot the lessons
of one story in particular:

In the Jin dynasty there was an exemplary son named Wu Meng,
born to a family too poor to own a mosquito net. When the sting
of mosquitoes made it difficult for his father to sleep, Wu Meng
took off his shirt and sat by his parents’ bed, letting the mosqui-
toes bite him and never once swatting them away, so that they
had no reason to leave him and bite his parents.™

In Japan, honor was associated with the high-status role of the samurai
warriors. Samurai warriors served the shogun, who for centuries held the
highest standing in society. Samurai followed a strict order of rules known
as “The Way of the Warrior,” or Bushido code, in which honor was one of
the essential edicts to follow.
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This photograph shows Samurai from the 1860s. The Samurai warrior was a
noble position that embodied the important Japanese cultural value of honor.
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In the translated story below, we read of a young Japanese boy’s impression
of the idea and practice of honor through his father’s life yet seen through
the eyes of a young samurai boy:

Suzuki Tard was born a samurai in 1832. His father had been a
samurai. His sons would be samurai. By then, the government

of the shogun, or military governor based in Tokyo (then called
Edo) had been in power for more than 200 years. It was shogunal
policy to minimize change, to freeze Japanese society into a rigid
social class structure. For this reason, little in Japan in 1832 was
unpredictable.

To grow up as a samurai meant learning the military arts, so Tard
spent many hours wrestling and fencing and riding and studying

archery. But Japan had enjoyed nearly 200 years of peace, and in
peacetime one needed other skills as well. So Tard studied read-

ing and writing and, as he grew older, began to read the Chinese

classics.

There were many things Tard was not allowed to do simply
because he was a samurai. For instance, at home he never saw a
samisen, perhaps the most important musical instrument of this
day. Why not? Because the music of the samisen was unworthy
for samurai to hear. Townsmen, maybe, but not samurai.

Tard's family and almost all the other samurai families lived near
the castle of the lord. The castle sat high on a hill with a moat,
thick walls, and a tall tower. The lord himself and his two most
trusted advisers lived in the castle. The rest of the samurai lived

in the houses spread out around the lower slopes of the hill. The
most important samurai families lived closest to the castle walls.
Tard's family was not very important and therefore lived down the
hill, closer to the temples and stores of the town.

As a samurai, Tard was free to walk through the townsmen’s
quarter, and he did so often. . .. But townsmen were not so free
to wander. They had to stay out of the samurai quarter, except
when they had a specific reason for entering. . . . As Taro walked
on past the tatami [a Japanese mat] makers, he came to a border
area between town and country. . .. Beyond the border area lay
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Matsumoto Castle served as the home of the lord and the center of
Japanese social structure.

the countryside, a checkerboard of small rice paddies with a tiny
farm village every mile or so. On a fine June day, Tard would find
the fields full of farmers—men, women, and children—knee deep
in mud, transplanting rice seedlings to be harvested in November.
... Tard thanked his lucky stars that he was a samurai when he
saw how these farmers labored.

Tard's father served his lord in the capacity of overseer of four
farm villages, so Tard had heard considerable discussion at home
of the farmers and their problems. In theory, the farmers were a
prized class: after all, they produced the rice crop that fed Japan
and supported the government of the samurai. But Taro knew that
reality was something different. Taxes on farmers were very high.
And last year had been a bad crop year: heavy rains had come just
before the harvest and much of the crop had rotted in the fields.

Indeed Tard remembered his father's anxiety during the winter,
when one group of farmers had seemed on the point of lodging
formal protest with the lord. In a year of bad crops, they want-

ed the tax rate lowered. Tard's father had met with them and
assuaged their anger, and the formal protest had not been made.
That was certainly a good thing for Tard’s father, and perhaps also
for the farmers.
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Had the protest been made, Tard's father might well have lost his
job, been disgraced, and perhaps even driven to commit suicide
as atonement. The lord expected his officials to control all matters
within their jurisdiction. The fact that a group of farmers took
political action—whatever the merits of their case—was enough
to indicate that the official in charge was not fulfilling his duty. The
farmers leading the protest might have been executed or deport-
ed, even if the lord determined their protest was justified, for such
unauthorized political action was a challenge to the stability of
the social order. Farmers, after all, were farmers. They grew rice,
paid taxes, and obeyed the directions of their natural superiors.
Samurai were samurai. Samurai ruled. There could be no mixing
of functions.™

13 At the time when these stories were authored (fourteenth century), China’s
imperial dynasties stressed the importance of being loyal to one’s ruler and
dutiful to one’s parents. In contrast, when the Communists came to power in
1949, they stressed loyalty only to the party.

14 Yu Hua, “When Filial Piety Is the Law,” New York Times, July 7, 2013,
accessed January 1, 2014, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/08/opinion
/yu-when-filial-piety-is-the-law.html.

15 Miyabe Miyuki, All She Was Worth, trans. Alfred Birnbaum (New York:
Houghton Mifflin, 1996), 101-06.

READING 6

LEARNING ABOUT DIFFERENCE

Michael David Kwan has strong memories of being excluded as a child.

He was born on March 6, 1934, in Beijing to a Swiss-born mother and a
Chinese father who held a high-ranking administrative position in one of
China’s major rail companies. When Kwan was two his mother ran off to
Shanghai, leaving his father to raise his son alone. Several years later his
father remarried another Westerner, this time a British-born woman living
in China named Ellen. Under her care, Kwan spent the first 12 years of
his childhood sheltered behind the privileged walls of the Legations Court
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at Beijing and in the British Concession in Tianjin, largely separated from
everyday life and the everyday people of China.

During this period in China the expatriate and wealthy Chinese commu-
nity was bound by a social hierarchy comprised of Chinese, foreigners/
Westerners, and what was pejoratively called “mixed-blood Eurasians.”
They understood one another according to a prescribed ranking deeply root-
ed in their family ancestry. In China, Eurasians like Kwan were placed in the
lowest category, and Chinese were at the top. At school Kwan was called a
“half-caste” or “half-breed” by his peers, mocked because of his light brown
hair and his “foreign nose.”

Years later in 2000 Kwan recalls these early memories of dealing with feel-
ings of difference:

The first day, my father delivered me to school. The headmaster
was expecting us. [He] propelled me into a classroom where
thirty-six boys were seated at double desks. . .. On the back wall
were pictures of Wang Jingwei [the Chinese leader who led the
puppet government in Nanjing after the occupation] and of Tojo,
prime minister of Japan. Over their heads were the crossed flags
of the puppet Nanking government, five horizontal bars—red, yel-
low, blue, white and black—and Japan'’s red sun in a white sky. A
banner that read “The Great and Glorious United Asia” was strung
across the top. ...

The headmaster cleared his throat, folded his hands across his
chest, and intoned, like an actor onstage, “This is your new class-
mate.” He had already forgotten my name and had to consult a
slip of paper tucked in his sleeve. “Kwan's father is an important
man, so . .. what do you say?”

“Welcome to our class!” piped the children. The teacher glowered
at me behind his back. . ..

I wandered into a corridor where the other boys horsed about.
The only light came from two grimy windows, one at either end.
The rest of the corridor was in permanent twilight. The air stank
of the latrine down the hall. The floor was slick with spit and snot.
The dingy walls, dark with soot and cobwebs near the ceiling,
were covered with graffiti at eye level.
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“There’s the new one!” someone shouted.
Leering faces surrounded me.

“A foreigner!”

“Naw! Just a stinking half-caste!”

“His father's an important man!”
Someone hawked and spat in contempt.

They joked about my hair, my nose, jeering and jabbing at me.
The teachers monitoring the corridor averted their eyes.

The bell finally rang, ending recess. The bird-like teacher reap-
peared and began a most curious lesson. In a strident voice she
told the class, “Foreigners are evil. Especially the British, who
poisoned our bodies with opium, and the Americans, who ruined
our minds with their god and other silly ideas!”

The class chorused, “Evil! Evil! Evill” as she beat time with her
willow switch.

| found myself shouting with them in spite of myself, until the
teacher’s stick cracked down on my desk. There was an instant
silence. Her eyes narrowed. “What are you yelling about?”

| was bewildered. The tip of her stick flicked my hair.
“What color is it?” she sneered.
“The color of s__t,” someone said from the back of the room.

Everyone laughed. The teacher bared her teeth in a grin, and the
tip of her stick travelled down my forehead to rest on the bridge
of my nose.

“Yang bi zhi," she spat, and “Foreign nose” became my nickname.
My formal education had begun. . ..

My fellow students were all Chinese Catholics, supposedly from
a better class than those | encountered at the school in Beijing.
Xenophobia was just as strong, however, and often abetted by
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teachers. ... Religion and war propaganda were spouted in the
same breath. God's love and mercy seemed impotent in the face
of the casual killings that sake-crazed Japanese soldiers indulged in
daily in the streets. . ..

After the school in Beijing, | was leery about reaching out to other
boys. | did make one friend, though, quite by chance. | had been
made to kneel on the playground all afternoon for punishment for
something or other. ... Afew days later, during recess, as | leaned
against the building warming myself in the sunlight, trying to be in-
conspicuous, someone leaned against the wall beside me. | looked
cautiously out of the corner of my eye. ...

“French?” he said, barely moving his lips, meaning did | speak it.

“English,” | whispered back. There was a pause. He shut his eyes
and faced the sun.

“| guess we're birds of a feather,” he said as though he was talking
to the sun. Members of minority groups have uncanny ways of rec-
ognizing each other. | felt a particular rush of warmth as though all
the blood had suddenly been squeezed out of my heart. He turned
back to the sun, cushioning his forehead on folded arms pressed
against the wall.

“Shao,” he said, addressing his shoes.
“Kwan,” | replied without moving.
Shao sauntered off, hands in his pockets.

I made no effort to get to know Shao. He was always surrounded
by other boys, sometimes talking earnestly, sometimes jabbering
like a crazed magpie, now and then running about in a fit of sheer
exuberance. | looked on, wanting to be part of the group but afraid
of making a fool of myself by approaching them.

My separateness made me an easy target. Once after benediction
| was swarmed. | don't quite know how it started but Shao, coming
out of the cathedral, intervened in the nick of time.

“Stop it," he said, driving his fist into the back of the boy nearest him.
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“What did you do that for, Shao?” the boy whined.
“He's my friend,” Shao replied evenly. “Understand?”

He put his arm around my shoulders, and stood there until the
others drifted off. He took me under his wing from that moment.

“To live in this place, we have to be special,” Shao explained. He
had a Chinese father and a Belgian mother. A survivor, he sound-
ed older than his years."®

16 Michael David Kwan, Things That Must Not Be Forgotten: A Childhood in
Wartime China (New York: Soho Press, 2000), 19-20, 102-03, 115-16.

READING 7

COMING OF AGE DURING WAR

How do your childhood experiences shape your identity? For Japanese
author and Nobel Laureate Oe Kenzaburo, World War II remains one of
these memories and became a seminal part of his identity as an author. Oe
was born in January 1935 in a small rural village in what is now Ehime
Prefecture on the island of Shikoku. He was the third son in a family of
seven.

When World War II ended in August 1945, he writes of this moment as an
“unbridgeable break” with the past. Not only did Oe’s father die during the
war in the Pacific, but his nation’s surrender shattered his youthful innocence.
He recalls his ethics teacher asking him one day at school before Japan’s sur-
render, “What would you do if the emperor asked you to die?” “I would die
sir, I would cut open my belly and die,” Oe recalls dutifully replying.'”

Years later in an essay titled “Growing Up during the Occupation”
Oe Kenzaburo wrote of his coming of age at this moment in time and
the dramatic impact the war had on his entire life:
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When the war ended | was only ten years old, a grade-school boy
in a mountain village, and | couldn’t understand what the Emperor
was saying over the radio when he announced that we had surren-
dered. The grownups sat in front of the radio and cried. | watched
them from the garden, which was bathed in strong summer sun-
light. The room where the grownups sat crying was dark.

Soon | got bored and went out to play. As all the adults were inside,
listening to the radio, there were only children on the village road.
We gathered here and there in small groups and talked.

Not one of us knew exactly what had happened. We were most
intrigued by the strange and somewhat disappointing fact that the
Emperor had spoken in a human voice no different than any ordi-
nary adult's. None of us understood what he had been saying, but
we had certainly heard his voice. One of my friends was even able
to imitate it very cleverly. We surrounded him, a boy in grimy shorts
who spoke in the Emperor’s voice, and we howled with laughter. . ..

My present image of the Emperor bears no resemblance to the
awe-inspiring figure | imagined when | was an indiscriminating
schoolboy. | feel no particular affection for the Emperor himself

or for the Imperial Household. My mother, on the other hand, if
she were given the opportunity, would hurry to the great square

in front of the palace to do reverence to the Emperor as though he
were a god, and seems keenly interested in all the doings of the
Imperial Household.

But this attitude is not unique with my mother: at least half of the
Japanese people demonstrate a keen interest in the Imperial Court.
The feel of deep esteem for the Emperor himself also seems to be
general all over Japan. ...

| remember seeing a picture of some grade-school children parad-
ing and flag-waving in celebration of the Crown Prince’s betrothal.
This crowd of young cheering faces was rather a shock for me.

What made those children parade the streets with banners in their
hands? Was it the influence of their parents and teachers? Was it
the Emperor worship that remains embedded in some recess of
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Emperor Hirohito, the Emperor of Japan from 1926-1989, visits factory workers
after World War Il had ended.

the Japanese consciousness? Or was it merely an innocent love of
fun and parades?

As long as every Japanese is able to formulate for himself whatev-
er image of the Emperor he pleases, the word symbo/ will denote
something wholesome. But what if the power of journalism cre-
ated that parade and set those voices cheering by forcing on the
children some specific image of the Emperor?

Those grade-school boys and girls were wreathed in smiles, but
when we were children, we passed before the Imperial portrait
with frightened faces and bowed heads.®

17 John Rodden, “The Translator as Team Player: John Nathan,” in Performing
the Literary Interview: How Writers Craft Their Public Selves (University of
Nebraska Press, 2007), 145.

18 Oe Kenzaburo, “Growing Up During the Occupation,” in Sources of Japanese
Tradition, ed. Wm. Theodore de Bary, Carol Gluck, and Arthur L. Tiedemann,
2nd edition, vol. 2 (New York: Columbia University Press, 2005), 1074-75.
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CHAPTER 2

EMERGING NATIONS:
1868-1911

The readings in Chapter Two explore the relationship between
modern nation building and nationalism in China and Japan, from
1868-1911. The years included in this chapter begin with the Meiji
era in Japan in 1868 and end with the fall of Qing rule in China in
1911. During this time period reforms in both nations contributed
to forging new national identities, resulting in the growth of nation-
alism in China and the expansion of empire in Japan.

The readings ask students to consider the following questions:
* How do external threats shape the way leaders think about their

country and its place in the world?

e How do changes in the world impact the way communities view
themselves?

e What choices can leaders make to help preserve and protect their
nations’ place in the world?

* How do these choices affect the way people see themselves and
each other in the world?

For media and classroom materials such as discussion questions and
additional primary sources, visit www.facinghistory.org/nanjing-atrocities.
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INTRODUCTION

Like all communities around the world, Japan and China were isolated for
centuries, sometimes by choice and sometimes by geographical realities. By
the nineteenth century the self-imposed isolation began to lift. Eventually
these countries were more dependent on other nations as their populations
increased and the need for more resources, land, and access to economic
trade grew.

Growth also led to an exposure to a variety of different cultures and styles
of government. At times this variety was accepted, other times it was viewed
cautiously, and sometimes the very existence of the variety was seen as a
threat. One response was the rise of nationalism, and another was conflict.
Sociologist Theodore Abel defines nationalism as “a strong positive feeling
for the accomplishments of the nation, its position of power, the men and
institutions and the traditions which are associated with the glorified events
of its history.”! While many of the reformers in China and Japan were
motivated by feelings of nationalism and a desire to have their region viewed
with more respect, particularly by those in the West, nationalism can also re-
inforce ideas about who belongs in that nation and who doesn’t. By creating
a sense of “us” (e.g., Chinese or Japanese), nationalism can create a “them”
(e.g., non-Chinese or non-Japanese). In the twentieth century, such ideas of
belonging to a particular nation also laid the foundation for two world wars
and an escalation of mass violence of enormous scale.

As we examine the path to war, we will explore the ways in which Chinese
and Japanese national movements led to the development of nation-states in
the region. A nation-state is defined as a sovereign territory of land with its
own political structures and geographical boundaries. Some nation-states are
united by a common language, customs, and cultures while others, especially
those created as a result of war or conflict, have a variety of characteristics
and share only a common geography. Different types of leadership and eco-
nomic structures also developed as nation-states established themselves. But
order was maintained by requiring people to identify with their leader, feel
loyal to him, and feel that they belonged to the newly established nation.

In China and Japan the creation of the modern nation and nationalist ideals
preceded the outbreak of war in 1937. China did not begin to modernize
until Qing rule was dissolved in 1911 and the first Chinese republic was
established. At this time China remained fragmented and the early years

of the republic remained fragile. The nation’s leaders had to contend with
warlords, warring political factions and a diverse and vast geographic span,
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which only further fragmented the nation. A strong sense of unity as a
Chinese nation was just beginning.

In Japan a modern centralized government began with the Meiji era in 1868.
At this time the yoke of its feudal past was discarded and the nation began
to rapidly industrialize, building a modern Western-style army and reform-
ing the education system and civic administration. Over the span of just four
decades Japan transformed itself and emerged as the foremost Asian nation
in the region.

This woodblock print from an unknown artist created in 1870 depicts tensions in
Meiji-era Japan as new customs and ideas competed with traditional ways of life.

One force affecting the development of these two nations came from outside
the region itself—the Industrial Revolution in Europe and the United States
during the mid-nineteenth century. The Industrial Revolution was a period
of transition where new manufacturing processes were adopted and econo-
mies moved from being predominantly agrarian-based to largely industrial
and urban. The demand for manufactured goods, labor, and raw materials
continued to grow and as a result, populations swelled in cities throughout
the industrializing world to meet the labor demand, and new markets were
needed to obtain resources and to sell goods in profitable markets.

The fuel for this industrial machine became an ideology known as imperi-
alism. Imperialism is the expansion of a nation’s power and authority by
occupying new regions and markets through military force and through
the spread of ideas. Imperialism creates a paternalistic relationship, or an
unequal power dynamic, between the colonizer (the imperial power) and
the colonized nation (the occupied country). From the mid-1800s through
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the beginning of World War I the “Age of Imperialism” was at its height.
Imperialism was always more than about economics; it was also a cultural
process.” Beyond an unequal economic relationship, colonial rule and trade
policies facilitated the transfer of ideas between the imperial power and the
less powerful state. These relationships often came with assumptions about
the superiority and inferiority of cultures and religious traditions that some-
times challenged traditional ideas about power and relationships between
individuals, groups, and nations.

In parts of Asia, including China and Japan, the influences and pressures of
imperialism affected the efforts of modern nation building. Large numbers
of American and European missionaries came to the region in an effort to
spread Christianity. While some may argue that educational and medical
services improved in the regions with missionary efforts, others remain
steadfast that such efforts came at a cost. Before the nineteenth century, both
countries flourished while remaining largely isolated from the influences of
outside countries. However, in the age of empire, China’s vast geography,
labor, and natural resources and Japan’s strategic location and military pres-
tige made both countries highly desirable in the eyes of the West.

More specifically, by the mid-nineteenth century European demand for
Chinese exports such as teas, porcelain, and silks remained high while
Chinese demand for European exports such as cotton, wool, tin, lead, or
furs was less profitable. This caused an imbalance of trade, particularly
between Great Britain and China. To mitigate this trade imbalance Great
Britain capitalized on the demand for a highly desirable, addictive, and prof-
itable drug in China: opium.?

At this time the Qing Empire in China had been in power for more than
two centuries. Qing power was ruled by the Manchus, an ethnic minority
in China. The Qing Empire was not what we know of as China today. It
had no organized, empire-wide army or navy under a centralized command.
Instead regional leaders controlled their own armies and fleets. Qing rule
was opposed to the trade and use of opium yet Great Britain was able to
exploit desire for the opiate by aggressively pushing for its trade and impor-
tation into China. Tensions increased between the two nations, eventually
resulting in the First Opium War (1839-1842), pitting the British Empire
against China. Orville Schell, director of the Center on U.S.-China Relations
at the Asia Society, says of this moment:

[TIhe [first] Opium War marks a moment in modern Chinese
history when the old cycles of dynasties rising and falling really
encountered something else, something new and that was the
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West. That experience was an extremely humbling one for China
because it was defeated again and again and again. . . . The [first]
Opium War ending in 1842, was really the beginning of this very
first stressful and humiliating time when they [China] were defeat-
ed, repetitively.*

A decade later the Second Opium War (1856-1860) erupted among the
British Empire, the French Empire, and China. While both opium wars were
essentially fought over foreign trade and more open diplomatic relations
with China, over time the opium wars came to be about a great deal more.
When the British Empire’s superior naval fleet arrived in 1842, China had
little choice but to concede to the imperial power’s demands. Alongside the
national humiliation of defeat, a series of unfair treaties were signed between
China and Western powers as a result of these wars. The “unequal treaty
system” led to the Treaty of Nanking (1842) and the Treaty of Tientsin
(1858). The treaties granted full civil rights to Christians within China (this
was particularly important for the missionary movement), opened more
Chinese ports to British merchants, permitted Chinese indentured servants
to be transported on British ships, and legalized the opium trade. It also re-
sulted in the establishment of concessions throughout China by many of the
more powerful colonial nations. A concession was a territory of land that
was governed and occupied by a foreign power. Concessions strengthened
Western powers’ economic, political, and cultural “spheres of influence,”
including granting foreign residents in China extraterritoriality status, or the
freedom from local legal jurisdiction. This colonial domination of China,

at times referred to pejoratively as the “carving up of China,” impaired its
political, economic, and social sovereignty for the next century.®

China was not alone in navigating multiple Western incursions. Up until the
nineteenth century, Japan had also remained largely isolated. During the Edo
period (1615-1868), the sakoku policy prevented foreigners from entering
the country and punished Japanese who left the country with the penalty

of death. Missionaries were barred entrance and only allowed to trade with
the Chinese and Dutch.® When US Commodore Perry first anchored his
naval vessels in 1853 in Edo Bay and then six months later with a larger and
more intimidating fleet, this policy began to change. Perry’s official mission
was to secure several agreements that would “open up” Japan to American
trade and allow for American naval ships to dock for resupply. This gunboat
diplomacy was negotiated through letters delivered by Perry and addressed
to the Emperor asking for access to Japan’s ports in order to resupply the
American ships. In actuality, Emperor Komei wielded little power while the
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Tokugawa shogun, or commander of the force, in Edo still held onto the
reigns.

Initially the requests were denied and the shogun issued an edict to “expel
the barbarians.” However, over a short amount of time, Japanese leaders, as
Chinese leaders were doing at the same time, submitted to a series of treaties
acquiescing to American demands. Japanese leadership had witnessed the
consequences of China’s losses following both opium wars and aimed to
avoid a similar fate. Many began to view Western military methods and
armaments and Western models of states’ institutions as attractive and nec-
essary for Japan to survive and advocated for such changes.

Motivated by national pride, approximately 15 years after Commodore
Perry’s arrival, Japanese rebels launched an overthrow of the Tokugawa
shogunate who ruled Japan since 1600. For hundreds of years Japan was or-
ganized by a warrior class known as the samurai, or “one who serves.” The
highest leader in this social order was known as the shogun, or “commander
of the force,” who yielded tremendous power throughout the country. While
the emperor was recognized as the official head of the country and was said
to “reign, not rule,” it was the shogunate who controlled the feudal lords
known in Japan as the daimyos, who governed regional areas throughout
the country. The daimyos were largely an inherited class of leaders, meaning
a father would pass the title and the land on to his son, or a shogunate could
grant the title for services rendered to him. The rebels involved in the over-
throw were low-level samurai who blamed the recent incursions and treaties
with the West on the entrenched power of the shogunate. They sought to
halt any further weakening of Japanese power through the restoration of
imperial rule. This ishin (Japanese for “restoration” and “renovation”) gave
Emperor Komei’s son Mutsuhito, who was a mere 15 years old at the time
of his succession, a symbolic leadership role as the newly restored ruling
emperor. As the centuries of shogunate power began to be dismantled, the
new emperor took the name Meiji, or “enlightened rule,” and the Meiji era
in Japan was initiated.

By the turn of the twentieth century both China and Japan had experienced
tremendous shifts. Both felt the hand of foreign threats, and colonial pur-
suits and reformers within each country began to develop new ideas about
what it meant to be Chinese or Japanese and what would need to be done
in order to survive in this newly globalized world.

—_
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tors of opium largely took over the market. After the first Republic of China was established in
1911, different Chinese political power bases at the time—warlord, Nationalist, Communist—all
relied on the revenue from opium as a key source to support their policies. So while initially,
trading opium was dominated by foreigners who bought and sold the drug while pursuing their
imperial aims, eventually the Chinese themselves controlled the market and profited from its lucra-
tive sales. Bob Tadashi Wakabayashi (professor, York University), private correspondence with the
author, January 1, 2014.

4 Orville Schell, “Wealth and Power: Introduction,” Asia Society video, 1:43, accessed September 1,
2013, http://sites.asiasociety.org/chinawealthpower/chapters/introduction/.

5 The full extent of the restraints were not completely abolished until January 11, 1943, when the
United States and Great Britain negotiated with China new treaties based upon more reciprocal
and equitable relations. The most notable exception to the seclusion policy was the continued
presence of Dutch and Chinese missions in the harbor of Nagasaki.
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READING 1

MEIJI PERIOD IN JAPAN

Knowledge shall be sought throughout the world so as to

strengthen the foundations of imperial rule.

—1868 MEIJI PLEDGE

With Emperor Meiji’s ascension t